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1. Seasonal Customs 

  
The month of February is also called “Taumond” (dew moon), “Schmelzmond” (melting moon) or  
“Narrenmond” (fools’ moon). February derives its name from the Roman name Februarius. It is the shortest 
month of the year and is known to be the coldest in our region. 
  
The 2nd of February is a very important church holiday in catholic regions: “Maria Lichtmeß". This refers to 
the first presentation of the new born Christ in the Temple by his mother Maria. In former centuries since the 
5th century this holiday was celebrated with a light parade. Today in many church communities there is the so 
called “Kerzenweihe” when all the candles you need during the coming year are blessed. These blessed 
candles protect the house during New year from fire and lightning. In some regions in the Alps the candles 
for men would be white and those for women red. 
  
January and February are also carnival season months especially in 
the Western and Southern parts of Germany. There are different names for 
carnival depending on the region. Around the Rhine it is called “Karneval” in 
the South West “Fastnacht” or “Fasnet” and in the South and also in Austria it 
is called “Fasching”. All these regions are catholic regions. Protestant areas 
usually do not have carnival celebrations or have modified traditions. 
 
The official carnival session begins each year on November 11th  at 11:11 a.m. 
and finishes on Ash Wednesday. 
The actual festival and party season in Germany starts as early as the 
beginning of January, the “strong” carnival week starts on the Thursday before 
Ash Wednesday. Most festivities happen around “Rosenmontag” (Shrove 
Monday) and carnival Thursday the so called “Altweiber Fastnacht” (old 
women carnival).  
 
The biggest parades are on Shrove Monday. During this event many 
thousands of people celebrate in the streets, most of them dressed up in fancy dress. In cities like 
Düsseldorf, Cologne or Mainz and many other cities most of the public life comes to a rest and almost 
all companies are closed and shops are only open in the morning or not at all. 
Be careful on carnival Thursday when the women take over the control. They are not only ruling the town 
halls but also in the streets. One of the customs is to cut the men’s ties! Another custom is for men to dress 
up as women! 
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One of the inspirations for carnival lies in the fact that during the 40 days of Lent, traditionally 
no festivities may be held and many sorts of food, such as meat, are forbidden. So people have the desire to 
hold a large celebration at the last possible opportunity before fasting. 
Carnival is the period where people want to be happy, where they enjoy shows, parades and funny 
masquerading.  
Parts of the carnival traditions reach back to pre-Christian times. Many local carnival customs are originally 
based on rituals to scare away the cold and dark winter or evil ghosts with masked figures making noise with 
special bells etc.  
  

 
 

Although our area is not the centre of carnival in Germany there are a couple of interesting events you might 
want to join. (See Erlangen News) 
  
In case you need a costume you can buy some in department stores (like Kaufhof)  or supermarkets or, of 
course, make your own fantasy costume! 
  
 ��
2. Erlangen News 
  
Erlangen has two carnival clubs. One is called “Narrlangia Rot-Weiß e.V.” and was founded in 1960 by a 
theatre group and the second one from the neighbourhood in Erlangen called Bruck is called “Brucker 
Gaßhenker” founded in 1970. 
  
Yet the carnival tradition in Erlangen goes back a lot further: At the beginning of the 18th century Erlangen 
became a residential town for the markgraves of Brandenburg Bayreuth. These noble families did not only 
build a theatre but also a so called “Redoutensaal”, a ball room specially erected for big carnival events. 
  

·  And you have the chance to dance away in this historical ball room if you join the “Carnaval wie in 
Rio  2008” on  Saturday 19 th 2008 at 8pm  (until 2am) at the Redoutensaal, Theaterplatz in 
Erlangen. This costume ball is organized by the “Brasisilianisch-Deutscher Kreis Erlangen-
Nürnberg". There will be three Brasilian music groups playing and Brasilian dancers in colourful 
costumes will present their shows.  

             Tickets starting  from Euro 20,-- can be booked under Tel.: 09131-37445 or 09131-22195 or  
             09131-80055 (by the way, the world’s largest carnival celebration is held in Brazil) 
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·  The 38th carnival parade in Bruck on Sunday February 3 rd is organized by the above mentioned 

“Brucker Gaßhenker”. This cheerful parade starts at 2pm (Felix-Klein-, Bunsen-, Tennenloher- and 
Fürther Straße up to Brucker Marktplatz). Everybody can come and watch for free. The carnival 
carriages are mostly decorated with scenes referring to ironic presentations of political events of the 
past year etc. This is really an event you should not miss. 

   

  
   

·  Another real big event is the Erlanger “Jazz Band Ball” on January 26th 2008 at the Heinrich-Lades-
Halle, Rathausplatz, Erlangen. It starts at 7pm, takes place in different rooms and there will be 11 
different bands playing jazz, blues, mambo, rock’n’roll, reggae, samba, rumba and a lot more. There 
will be the famous singer Bill Ramsey with jazz and blues-songs and a lot more. Come in a carnival 
costume and join this wonderful party. For more information and tickets (15,-- - 25,- Euros) call 
09131-862915 and see www.jazzbandball.de to get a better impression of what to expect! 

  
·  A special carnival party for children is held on Sunday January 20th 2008 at 1.30 pm and on 

Wednesday January 30th 2008 at 2 pm both at the Kultur- und Freizeitamt, Südliche Stadtmauerstr. 
35 in Erlangen. 

     Come in your costume! Children pay Euro 3,-- and adults Euro 4,-- 
     There will be a show with clowns, acrobatic groups, live music and a tinker corner for children. 
     You can reserve tickets under 09131-862264 or www.erlangen.com/simson  (reserved tickets  
      have to be picked up within one week) 

  
·  Something very, very special will take place between January 24th and January 27th 2008 in 

Erlangen: the “Stumm Film Musik Tage” at the Markgrafentheater (the oldest still used baroque 
theatre in the south of Germany built in 1718) and at the SiemensForum. This silent film festival with 
the slogan “Ferne Länder, fremde Welten” (far off countries and strange worlds) invites you to very 
special films and live music. For the exact programme see www.stummfilmmusiktage.de and for 
tickets call 09131-862511 or 09131-22195 or 09131-80055 or 0911-2132050  
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 3. Fürth News   
  

·  Two popular German TV shows lately presented the so called “Brasilian voice miracle”: Edson 
Cordeiro (4 octaves!) with the group “Klazz Brothers” impressed everyone. Now they present their 
show called “Klazz meets the Voice” at the Stadthalle Fürth on January 22nd, You can enjoy a 
combination of classical, folk and pop music on a very high standard. Music from Bach and Mozart to 
Morricone expects you at the Stadthalle Fürth at 7.30. For tickets call 0911-4334618 or 
www.nuernbergmusik.de  

  
·  An ensemble of 15 artists and a life band present a fantastic show for musical fans: “Musical Fieber” 

is presented at the Stadthalle Fürth on February 12th at 8pm. During two hours you can enjoy the 
most famous songs of 20 different musicals like “Buddy”, “Joseph”, “Tanz der Vampire”, “Cats”, 
“Evita” and a lot more. For tickets call 0911-749340 or 0911-2132050 or contact www.eventim.de  

  
·  If gospel music is what you like you should not miss the concert of the “Golden Gospel Singers” at 

the St. Paul Kirche, Fürth on January 17th at 8pm.  Songs with temperament but also with the feeling 
of soul presented by seven first class singers are likely to impress every audience like almost no 
other music. 

             For tickets call 0911-779870 or 0911-2162299 or 09131-9779310 
  
  
4. Nürnberg News  
  

·  Winter time is also museum time because “sometimes” the weather might not be so nice and you 
and your children might want to enjoy an indoor activity! How about the “Schulmuseum” in 
Nürnberg? What was school like in former centuries compared to our time? What did a school room 
look like in the 19th century, what about school books, copy books, report cards and cheap slips? A 
lot of original documents as well as photographs give you a general impression of school history in 
Germany.  

             The “Schulmuseum” will be re-opened on January 30th 2008 (opening hours Tuesday-Friday  
             9am-5pm, Saturday, Sunday and holidays 10am-6pm) For more information call: 0911-2313875 
  

  
  

·  Several million people watched already the show “Magic of the Dance”  and they all seem to agree: 
This dancing group is outstanding! The Irish music varies from slow to fast and the danceres seem 
to fly around the stage and over tables and chairs. On Friday February 15th  2008 at 8pm you can be 
part of this outstanding show at the Meistersingerhalle, Nürnberg, Tickests under 0911-4334618 or 
for more information www.nuernbergmusik.de 
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·  A show for young and old is presented at the Nuernberg Meistersingerhalle on February 4th 2008 at 

7pm. by the “Moscow Circus on Ice” . Here you have the unique combination of figure skating and 
acrobatic put into a complete new surprising art. This very special circus is successful all over the 
world with this show because everyone is impressed by the unusual ensemble. If you too would like 
to enjoy this Russian circus/skating programme call 0911-4334618 for tickets or see  

             www.nuernbergmusik.de  
  

·  Although this event will only take place at the end of February we want to mention it already now 
because the tickets might be gone soon: “THE BAR AT BUENA VISTA”,  the “Grandfathers of 
Cuban Music” will be guests at the Opernhaus in Nuernberg  on Friday February 22nd  at 8pm. With 
charme and know-how the music legends Reynaldo, Rubalcaba and Maracaibo (all of them around 
80 years old) present the feeling of the Cuban soul in their show. There are more strong voices to 
complete the show like Leo Vera and Siomara Avilla Valdes Lescay. The stage is changed into the 
famous Social Club of Buena Vista. The ones of you who have seen the film about this charming 
group will certainly not want to miss this event. For tickets call soon 0911-4334618 or see 
www.nuernbergmusik.de  

  
   
5. Regensburg News  
  
  

·  An organ concert with children for children will be performed on Sunday, January 27th  at 3pm in 
Regensburg, Kirche St. Johannes, Augsburger Str. 36a. The organ class of Dr. Pritschet wants to 
show the peculiarities of the organ and its music to a young audience. For more information contact 
0941-95734 or 0941-90788. 

   
·  Another special event for children takes place on Saturday, February 2nd 4pm, at the “Theater 

Regensburg” (Foyer Neuhaussaal), Bismarckplatz 7: “Tanz der Tiere”, a concert for children (starting 
age 8 years): How does it sound when a lion has a toothache, when geese fight about a little flower, 
when a giraffe has to bend because its neck is too long and many other animals have to cope with 
different problems? And what happens when they all meet for a wild dance?! This sounds like a lot of 
fun and even more because right after the concert (from 5-6pm) there is a carnival party in the same 
theatre (Probebühne) where theatre pedagogues are waiting for the little guests with games, dances 
and possibilities to paint and tinker. Drinks and a “Faschingskrapfen” (doughnut) are offered for free 
for children who wear a carnival costume! For tickets (Euro 5,--) call 0941-5072424 or see 
www.theaterregensburg.de  

  
There are also three complete different events for grown ups in Regensburg, we would like to inform you 
about: 
  

·  The operetta “Die Gräfin Mariza” by Emmerich Kálmán is shown at the Theater Regensburg, 
Bismarckplatz 7, on January 18th 2008 at 7.30pm (also January 25th, 29th and February 3rd ) 
For tickets and more information contact 0941-5072424 or www.theaterregensburg.de  
   

·  The “phantastic opera“ by Jaques Offenbach “Hoffmanns Erzählungen” is shown at the same theater 
on January 22nd 2008 at 7.30pm. Opera lovers might not want to miss this highlight. 
You can also use the E-Mail for tickets: kartenservice@thearterregensburg.de  
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·  Or maybe you are a Pink Floyd fan and thought so far it is not possible to cover this phantastic 

artist? Then you should come and find out the opposite after meeting “DARKSIDE – A tribute to Pink 
Floyd” on Saturday, January 26th 2008 at 9pm, Kulturzentrum Alte Mälzerei,  

      Galgenbergstr. 20, Regensburg.  
      For tickets contact: 0941-4652560 and see www.maelze-fanblock.de 
  

  
6. Wellness and skiing 
  
This time of the year when it is cold outside you might want to go to one of our nice spas in the Franconian 
neighbourhood.  
  

·  We would like to introduce to you the “Obermain-Therme Bad Staffelstein” with the strongest and 
warmest “Thermalsole in Bayern”. Relax in this very special water or enjoy the sauna area with 
firstclass wellness offers like ayurveda or shiatsu. More information under  

      www.bad-staffelstein.de or call 09573-33120 Note: Children under 6 years are not allowed.    
     Children between 6and10 need an attest from a doctor that they do not have any health problems. 
  

  
  
·  Bad Windsheim does not only have the famous open air museum but also a phantastic salt-water-

bath. Enjoy this saline bath and hot springs with its curativeness in an classy ambience. Find out 
more under www.franken-therme.net  or call 09841-4020 Note: children under 6 years are not 
allowed. 
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·  Just in case it will start to snow this winter and you don’t want to go too far for a skiing weekend we 

would like to introduce to you the “Skigebiet Geißkopf im Bayerischen Wald”. Although this is a small 
winter sport region (30 minutes away from Deggendorf) you find nine different ski runs there, 
including challenging severities. There is also a 35 km long cross-country ski run and a 2000m long 
toboggan run. Let’s hope for suitable weather and find out more under www.geisskopf.de or call 
09920-231 

   
7. Indoor playground 
  

·  Ideal for the windy and rainy days of the year is a rather new in-door playground in Neumarkt. (a 30-
40 minutes drive from Nuernberg) While the children are playing, jumping and climbing the parents 
can relax with coffee and cake. See more under www.woelpiland.de or call 09181-2651310  
Open Monday-Friday from 2-7pm and Saturday and Sunday from 10am-7pm. Children over 3 years 
pay Euro 3,90, grown ups Euro 1,90 
  

   
  

   
9.   Special hint: Carnival in Cologne  

  
·  If you really want to find out what Karneval means you have to go to the “heart” of the carnival, to 

Cologne. There is a bus ride leaving from Nuernberg, Fürth, Erlangen, Forchheim around 5 am, on 
Rose Monday, February 2nd 2008. You go to Cologne in a comfortable bus where you can enjoy 
around nine hours of this special  “Rosenmontag” atmosphere together with about 1 million other 
visitors! You will see the 6km long street parade and you will have to join in with the slogan “Kölle 
Alaaf” and a lot more... The bus will bring you home around midnight. Find out more under www.nrs-
gutereise.de  or go to any travel agency if you want to book.  

      The bus ride costs Euro 39,-- per person. 
  
 
 
EASY ENTRY is a member of the Competent Relocators' Association CRA www.cra-europe.de 
Check out the next Easy Entry event under: www.easy-entry.com/get2gether 
What's going on this month in the area? www.easy-entry.com/newsletter 
In need of furniture or a car? Check this out! www.easy-entry.com/saleslists 
 


